


Here is the problem • Predatory publishing has become a major issue for 
researchers.

• The increasing number of new journals and publishers 
launched each week, makes distinguishing between 
reputable and unethical publishers challenging.



The solution • Think. Check. Submit. provides free tools and 
resources to help researchers identify reputable 
publishers and avoid predatory ones with free 
resources.



What is a predatory 
publisher?

• Predatory publishers charge authors for services like 
peer review, indexing, and preservation, but do not 
provide them. This potentially damages academic 
reputations. Open access publishers often charge 
these fees too, but they are transparent about it and 
provide the services advertised.



Why not build a list of 
predatory publishers?

• Lists of publishers to avoid are not always reliable or 
up-to-date and can be biased. Instead, researchers 
can use the tools provided by Think. Check. Submit. 
to make informed decisions about where to submit 
their work.



Do predatory publishers target 
researchers in specific countries or 

working in specific subject areas?

• Predatory publishing is a global threat, with every 
country experiencing it at different levels. Researchers 
in all subject areas are at risk. Our checklist for books 
and chapters is available in over 20 languages and our 
checklist for journals is available in over 40 languages.



About
Think. Check. Submit.

• This international, cross-sector initiative aims to 
educate researchers, promote integrity, and build 
trust in credible research and publications.

• https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Contributing 
organisations

• The Association of Learned and Professional Society Publishers (ALPSP)
• Association of University Presses (AUP)
• Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)
• ISSN International Centre
• Association of European Research Libraries (LIBER)
• OAPEN Foundation
• Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA)
• International Association of STM Publishers (STM)
• UKSG

https://www.alpsp.org/
https://aupresses.org/
https://publicationethics.org/
https://doaj.org/
http://www.issn.org/
http://libereurope.eu/
https://www.oapen.org/home
https://oaspa.org/
https://www.stm-assoc.org/
https://www.uksg.org/


A checklist for 
Books & Chapters

“The website…helps authors to determine if a publisher 
is trustworthy, by providing a checklist for books and 
chapters.”
OAPEN



A checklist for 
Journals

“Attention librarians: Here's an excellent guide 
to help researchers distinguish between 
reputable journals and avoid predatory ones.” 
Research4Life, on X 21 April 2021



Download our 
video

• https://youtu.be/kmHdR_hlG9Q



Contact Think. 
Check. 

Submit. 

email us 
feedback@thinkchecksubmit.
org

 

follow us @thinkchecksub 

visit us and use our tools and 
resources 
https://thinkchecksubmit.org

mailto:feedback@thinkchecksubmit.org
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
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